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Dear parents/students,
Last night's Carol Concert was a wonderful way to
celebrate the end of term and a job well done by
some many people; students, teachers and support
staff. Special thanks to Mr Akhodhe and Mr
Montreuil for the hours of preparation that went
into this musical extravaganza!
This term we have struggled through the power
situation, but our generator worked tirelessly to
keep the school ticking along; no doubt that this will
continue to be in use well into 2018.
We are all looking forward to a well-deserved rest,
but also a year of celebration, our Diamond
Anniversary! The planning team has plenty in store
for next year including events and souvenirs.
I cannot let this final newsletter of the year pass by
without mentioning Mr Gunda and his incredible
team of Dragons for leading Ndirande House to a
second swimming gala victory in 3 years. An
amazing achievement!
Have a wonderful holiday and see you in the New
Year.
Kieron Smith, Head Teacher

Calendar Dates
December
8th
Last Day of Term 1
January
8th - 12th 7:25 IAL Resits
9th
First Day of Term 2

Students' activities started, for the Year 12s with an
array of induction team-building activities laid on by
the Sixth Form Tutor team. This included a minefield
on the netball court, ninja splatting on the hockey
pitch, ‘Random Physical Things’ in the drama studio,
rapping, bamboo cane lifting, spaghetti tower
building, beach balling, and treasure hunting all over
the place.

PTA
We’re still looking for a treasurer. Perhaps you could
suggest someone who has some accounting
experience who would be willing to help.
The PTA were at the Swimming gala on Saturday
selling refreshments. We were very impressed by
the staff and students for such an excellent event.
Many thanks to all the parents who helped with the
preparations and on the day.
Please feel free to send us suggestions for events
that the PTA could run and how you’d be willing to
get involved.
PTA Executive committee

Term one in the sixth form has been packed full of
activities to complement the hard work carried out
by the students in the classroom. We also welcomed
our new Assistant Director of Sixth Form, Mr
Harvey-Craig, to the school and he has already made
an impact in supporting our students through their
studies.

This was swiftly followed by Year 12 trip to Zomba
where the students camped, hiked, swam and even
cooked. Fabulous team-work was displayed and the
hike was completed by everyone despite very hot,
dry and dusty conditions.

job was to design, build and paint fishes to decorate
the classroom. As they eventually went up on the
walls it was clear what a huge difference this made
to the feel of the place – livening it up and making it
a place where the young students would enjoy
learning.

Meanwhile, Year 13 travelled to Mangochi to
renovate a local primary school and play volleyball
by the lake. The students were split into three
groups. The first group was tasked with ripping off
the old roof from the primary school building,
constructing new rafters, white-washing the walls
and assembling a brand new roof. This was hot,
dusty work in extreme heat and the students
displayed amazing stamina and positivity in their
willingness to keep going over the course of two
days until the job was done. The second group were
tasked with building wooden benches for the
students to sit on. Undaunted by the extremely
complicated and detailed plans, they quickly set
about measuring, sawing and hammering. Progress
was slow but steady until the discovery of an electric
saw, at which point everything speeded up
considerably! Again, fantastic staying-power was
displayed by all and an amazing six benches were
built from scratch over the two days. Last, but by no
means least, the third group were the artists. Their

Towards the end of the term the sixth form put on
their annual ‘Fashion Show,’ produced by Gina
Yiannakis a team involving most of the sixth form.
The event was full of colour, drama and music with
an incredibly appreciative audience cheering the
whole thing on. It raised an amazing 913,000MWK
During the last week of term, a small group of Year
12 students visited the Biochemistry lab at the
College of Medicine in Blantyre. They met with Dr
Karl Seydel and his team who are working to better
understand and treat childhood Malaria. The
students got to see Malaria parasites under a
microscope, as well as various bits of Mosquito in
small tubes, ready for DNA testing. Some of the
students will be working with Karl next year on their
own research projects at the lab, under his
supervision – a really exciting opportunity.

Finally last week Mr Stubbs visited Nottingham Trent
University as part of their annual Global Counsellor
Conference. Mr Stubbs toured the facilities and
spent some time with our Alumni students to find
out about their experiences at this university.
Nottingham Trent University has just been awarded
University of the Year in the UK, due to their
excellent teaching facilities and commitment to
student support. Mr Stubbs was able to secure
tuition fee discounts for this year’s applicants as well
as scholarship opportunities for this award winning
institution.
We look forward to a busy term 2, where our
students will be submitting final university
applications as well as preparing for their Mock
Examinations in February.
We wish you all a very restful and peaceful holiday.

Mr Stubbs – Director
pstubbs@saints.mw

of

Sixth

Form

Mr Harvey-Craig – Assistant Director of Sixth Form
aharvey-craig@saints.mw

money as always will be given to the Chira Fund who
support Queen Elizabeth Hospital. In previous years,
our donations have been used to renovate toilets on
the men’s wards, provide guardians for patients to
support the work the nurses do and to provide a
piped oxygen supply to the high dependency wards.
This year, the money will go towards renovating and
modernising the men’s general ward.

Senior Jazz Band performs at Chez Maky

staff members –
Marc Letarte and
Aidan
HarveyCraig entranced
the
audience
with their guitar
and vocal skills.
More than 75
people from the
public came to
enjoy
this
evening. Thanks
to Maky for the
stage and opportunity to perform, and well done to
all students who took part.

Accelerated Reader News

E

very November we participate in a global
initiative known as Movember.
During
Movember men grow moustaches as a way of
raising awareness of men’s health issues, while at
the same time raising money to support these
issues. At SAIntS we raised money through staff
donations and by selling stick-on moustaches to the
students on the last day of the month.
Thank you very much to those who supported these
efforts. We managed to raise over MK 300 000. This

O

n Saturday, November 25th, the Senior Jazz
Band hit the road for our first concert. A
one night event at Chez Maky. Funk beats
filled the air with our Christmas selections.
Various students and staff also contributed solo
pieces in an open mic style evening. Of particular
note were solo performances by two of our new

“Literacy is the path from slavery to freedom” – Carl
Sagan
Attention readers! Have YOU been selected to take
part in this brand new St Andrew’s initiative? 100

lucky young students are to be enrolled on the
Accelerated Reader© scheme next term.
The Accelerated Reader Programme is a pupilspecific, literacy-based assessment system to
deepen, broaden and enliven students’ reading
habits. Having undertaken baseline measurements
of reading skill – the Star Test - students select a
specially-designated novel from the library’s wide
choice of options and read it at their own pace. This
is where the path to intellectual freedom begins ...
Using fun but sophisticated quizzes, Accelerated
Reader’s cloud-based analytical engine provides
detailed measurements of month-on-month literacy
improvements. Bespoke reports from Accelerated
Reader enable teachers, students and their parents
to assess both the quantity and quality of reading
engaged in by these students, who have been
selected according to their individual reading
characteristics.

MFL Department
Joyeux Noël/Feliz Navidad/Frohe
Weihnachten/Shèng dàn jié kuài lè!

We are thrilled to have Mr Chengfei with us this
year, from the Confucius Institute. Four groups of
students have been enjoying learning Chinese
during clubs on Mondays and Thursdays.

Monday
Tuesday

What happens next?
Upon our return to school next term, participants
will complete the Star Test. Those students involved
will then be enrolled on the programme which will
run until the end of the academic year.
For more information about the Accelerated Reader
programme,
visit
their
website
on
https://www.renaissance.com/. Or speak to St
Andrew’s Whole School Literacy Co-ordinator, Mr
Oulton – soulton@saints.mw.

Wednesday

Thursday

1:30 – 2:30

2:40 -3:40

(Chinese
language)

(New Chinese
activity)

Old class
option 1

Kung fu

New class
(Soche &
Ndirande)

Chinese Culture

New class
(Chiradzulu &
Michiru)

Old class
option 2

I am pleased to announce that we are expanding the
activities and lessons offered by Mr Chengfei. He is
adding cultural activities to the offer, alongside
language classes for new (Tuesday and Wednesday)
and existing students (Monday and Thursday).

In addition, Mr Chengfei is offering a class for
parents, teachers or students;
Tuesday 4.00 – 5.00 Chinese (Mandarin) language
lessons in Lg2

Ndirande Bake-Sale!

[Crafts Movie,
Music] (Soche &
Ndirande)
Chinese Culture
[Crafts Movie,
Music] (Chiradzulu
& Michiru)
Calligraphy

This year the swimming gala was privileged to have
amazing cakes to nibble on courtesy of Ndirande
House Charity “Bake-Sale” fundraiser. The main

objective of the Charity is to raise funds to support
the children’s ward at Queen Elizabeth Central
Hospital.
The bake sale was a success; we had a range of
brownies, pancakes, cup cakes, cookies, sweets and
many more (all this sugar is probably why we also
won the Gala). We managed to raise K100, 000 from
it. Thanks to all those that supported us by bringing
cakes and all our “Sweet Tooth” fanatics that
supported us by buying our cakes. The money shall
be used to aid our upcoming main Charity event
called Diamonds Are Forever!

Upon resumption Boarders should have their full
school uniform , PE Kit, House Colours, Books &
planner ready for the new Term.
As a reminder hairstyles must be in accordance with
the school regulations.
On behalf of the Boarding Department I wish all our
Boarders a safe journey back home and a great
festive season.

BOARDING HOTLINES
Boarding General Enquiries: +265 88 072 0897
Boarding Boys Hostel:
+265 88 859 1581
Boarding Girls Hostel:
+265 88 859 1571

Boarding Column 6

WE ARE FAMILY!!!

What a fast term it has been! So many good
moments and achievements in the Boarding House.
As I am writing these lines we are putting a final
touch to the preparations of our last dinner of the
term on Thursday 7th December, which will give us
the opportunity to celebrate excellence in the
Boarding Department. Certificates will be distributed
to Boarders who have shown an exemplary attitude
in the fields of behaviour, tidiness and academics.

P. Prudhomme
Head of Boarding

After a well-deserved Christmas holiday, Boarders
will be expected to report back to the dorm on
Monday 8th January. Please note that only dinner
will be served on that day.
Tuesday 9th January will be the first day of school for
Term 2.

