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Dear parents/students/govenors/alumni/friends,
In recent weeks we have truly seen the Blantyre
International Schools in the spotlight; from the
Phoenix Birthday Party to the Arts Festival at SAIPS, I
hope you have been able to join in with these
festivities. The SAIntS 60th Diamond Weekend was
tremendous. A huge gratitude must be expressed to
the Diamond Committee and PTA Committees for
putting together an incredible International Evening.
Thank you parents and teachers for creating an
amazing international banquet with food from over
20 countries. I personally piled so much on my plate
that sadly by the time I reached Ms Hove's
Zimbabwean food, there was no room for any
mopane worms on my plate; at least it left more for
others!

This week we appointed Ms Chloe Doherty to this
role. Ms Doherty is already a member of the SAIntS
teaching staff; she brings with her 18 years of
experience many of which have been in similar
leadership roles in the UK. She is very experienced
and will help to continue to drive improvement at
our school.
Examinations are well under way at the moment.
Thank you for your role as parents in supporting our
students at home. It is important that they have a
quiet space in order to prepare for these important
assessments and that little brothers and sisters give
them this space!
This week Mrs Samanyika and Mr Izzett have been
at the COBIS (Council of British International
Schools) conference representing SAIntS.
In
November of this year we shall be inspected by this
body who will give us the important quality seal of
approval that compliance and accreditation
provides.

The Family Fun Day was a resounding success; well
done to the Road to Relief team who organised the
colour run which raised a huge amount of funds for
their charity which is currently SAIntS' whole school
charity. This Fun Day is likely to become an annual
event at SAIntS.

Finally from me, a continued plea to get involved
with the PTA. The team are very dedicated, but we
always need additional pairs of hands. We know
that as parents of older students, often there is a
sense of letting go, but we truly value any time that
any parents can give to assist us.

With the recent promotion of Dr Harrison to Deputy
Headteacher (curriculum), a vacancy arose for a
Senior Teacher to join the Senior Leadership team.

Thank you!
Kieron P. Smith, Head Teacher

Calendar Dates
May
14th
Kamuzu Day
th
15
Years 11 & 13 study leave begins
th
h
18 -20
UN trip to BMIS
st
th
21 -25
Visiting SEN assessor
th
25
Africa Day - non-uniform day

A Weekend of Diamond Celebrations
SAIntS Diamond year shone in April.
It was so much fun; I haven’t
danced like that for years.

Friday night 27th April saw an excellent evening of
diverse and truly international entertainment and
delicious food. Huge thanks to everyone who made
food, prepared the hall and our PTA; without the
support from everyone this event wouldn’t have
been possible. Families represented their countries
with amazing dishes. We were so proud of all the
students who made the evening possible, not least
the excellent service from the 6th form waiting team.
We know it will look great on their CVS.

The best food I’ve had
since arriving in Malawi.

Your piece of our Diamond Year to keep.
Ms Dean designed SAIntS’ very own Diamond
Chitenje. This beautiful material is on sale. Please
contact mchirwa@saints.mw if you would like to
purchase any of our merchandise including the
Diamond Chitenje.

Then on Sunday we had our first, but certainly not
last, Family Fun-day. We were delighted to support
our school charity Road to Relief in Blantyre’s first
ever colour run. With over 200 participants the runs
was a fantastic way to raise awareness and funds.
There was so much going on. Stalls, food court, slow
bike races, Poi fire display, kidzone, football
tournament and much much more. Those that
attended has a wonderful day, blessed by a
cloudless sky.

I didn’t know having
paint thrown at you
while running could
be so much fun.

It was so
much fun. I
really enjoyed
the bubble
thing.

To see more pictures of theses incredible events
head to our Twitter and Facebook accounts.
We thank everyone who helped and attended over
the weekend.
Watch this space for news on the next big Diamond
event.

SAIntS History Quiz
As part of the Family Fun Day, SAIntS History
Department set a quiz to see how well visitors knew
SAIntS. We had many entries on the day but there is
still time to submit your answers to the following
questions. Include your name and a contact number
and hand into any member of staff. Winner and
answers in the next newsletter.

1)
2)

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)
9)

10)
11)
12)

13)
14)
15)

What were the names of the original four
Houses at St. Andrew’s?
Who was the longest serving member of
St. Andrew’s teaching staff, teaching at the
school from 1954 until 1990?
Who was the first permanent Head Teacher
of the High School?
When was the Peace Garden opened?
Major Bryan Bayly came to the school in
1976. What was his position in the school?
In a 2016 list of ‘The 100 Best Schools In
Africa’, what position did SAIntS achieve?
In 2001, SAIntS entered the Guiness Book
of Records for the ‘Longest Lesson Ever
Taught’ – it was a combination of PE and
History. How long was the lesson?
The son of which Malawian President
attended St. Andrew’s?
In 1977, the original four Houses were
expanded. How many Houses were there
after the expansion?
Which is the tallest mountain – Chriadzulu,
Michiru, Ndirande or Soche?
Who became Head Teacher of SAIntS in
2008?
Who is the current Head of the
Mathematics Faculty? (Clue: he joined St.
Andrew’s in 1996)
Which exams did students at St. Andrew’s
sit for the first time in 1979?
Who is currently the longest serving
member of staff, having joined in 1990?
Which former SAIntS student represented
Malawi in the 50M Women’s Freestyle
swimming at the 2016 Summer Olympics?

The Easter holiday – Chioma O.

football player in the future. I am already moving
towards this goal.

Malawi Blood Transfusion Service (MBTS)

Over the two week Easter holiday I went to the
University of Pretoria to train with the TUCKS Senior
Girls Football Club for a week and this was the first
time I had experienced playing football in a club. I
attended the team’s training sessions for a week
which started at 4:30 pm and ended at 7:30 pm, and
I was treated like the other footballers were treated.
The TUCKS girls’ team had their first match of the
league on the 14th of April and their coach allowed
me to play with them. I scored three goals for the
TUCKS girls’ team and also won the award of being
the ‘Woman of the Match’ that day, although the
TUCKS club lost 4-3 to the opposition. I am not going
to stop pursuing my dreams of being a professional

On Wednesday 2nd May, the MBTS visited SAIntS to
collect some blood.
It was quite a cold day which seemed to reduce the
number of donors and for those who did donate, the
extraction process seemed to take slightly longer
than usual. However, MBTS left the school with 32
units of blood which was not a bad effort. MBTS
have visited SAIntS 3 times this academic year and
have managed in total to collect over 100 units

which could help to save 500 babies so we are very
proud of our conscientious efforts.

Romantic Shelley tells us, ‘Poets are the
unacknowledged legislators of the World’. We
debated what subjects were suitable for poems, and
agreed that if it moved us, the subject was suited to
poetry. All participants welcomed the informality of
the occasion and this, in turn, encouraged us to
experiment more imaginatively with the words, the
rhythms and the rhymes of the poetry we wrote.

Well done to those who saved a life.
Thanks
Anna Gaunt

Many students participated in the MasterClass, and
all took away new ideas and inspiration. We
encourage you to see both young SAIntS poets, and
their MasterClass judges, performing at KwaHaraba
Art Gallery and Cafe poetry evenings, which are
widely
publicised
on
FaceBook:
https://www.facebook.com/KwaHaraba/

Languages Live 2018 – calling all native
speakers of French and Spanish;

Spoken Word Poetry MasterClass

Please come and volunteer again or for the 1st time!
It is always so much fun and the students get a LOT
out of this event.
Merci/Gracias in advance, Mrs C-L Harrison
(charrison@saints.mw)

SAIntS English Department welcomed five local
poets on Tuesday 24th April to share their
experiences of how poems are created and
performed. Inviting the experts to give students a
non-academic perspective on the things we learn
about in the classroom is always a successful way of
applying what we learn to real life – and vice versa.
The pursuit of poetic excellence is central to SAIntS
English Department philosophy.
Students and poets all performed their work to an
audience of their peers, much of it created during
the workshop. We discussed why we write and
perform poetry in the first place, concluding that
creative writing should provide fresh perspectives,
not stale prescriptions, about life: as the English

Simon Oulton, The English Department

Dear Parents /Guardians
Message from the Boarding Team
On behalf of the Boarding Team, I would like to thank you
all for your cooperation, support and in some cases
excellent pieces of advice to the boarding management.
These assist us to continue providing a nice boarding
experience to our boarders. It is our belief that the cordial
relationship that exists between us will continue.
We would like to thank you all for your moral and
academic support to the boarders during end of term
holidays and their short visits at home over the
weekends.

Boarding notices
Dear parents and guardians, be reminded that this term
has twelve weeks. We are now in the fourth week. Take
note that half term break will start from Friday, 25 May
up to Tuesday, 29 May.

And Finally........

In this case, boarders will be expected to go back home
from 12:30 pm on Friday and come back on Tuesday at
4:30 pm.
Some Year 11 and 12 boarders have begun their final
exams and some are on their study leave in preparation
for their final exams. As the boarding team we are doing
everything within our power and capability to assist them
to pass with flying colours.
Discipline in the Boarding
As the Boarding Staff, we are doing our best to instil good
discipline among the boarders. We ensure that all the
boarders live by the boarding and school rules.
Boarding Contacts
All enquires related to boarding matters should be
forwarded to the Head of Boarding or Boarding
Supervisors either by phone or by email using the contact
details highlighted below: info@saints.mw or Boarding
Hotlines.
(+265) 0880720897 /0888 591 581/ 0 888 591 571.

Extract from the St. Andrew's High School
Magazine Vol1 no 2 August 1960
What do you think?

