
Making Informed Choices 

 

 

 

Year 9 & 11 Options 
 

This guide is aimed at supporting both students 

and parents in making decisions regarding 

options in both Year 9 and 11. 
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Year 9 options 

During Year 9, students will choose which subjects to study at Key Stage 4 

(Years 10 to 11). These will be the subjects they will take for GCSE exams 

and are the basis of further options for A Level and beyond. 

Throughout term 2, staff will provide students with information about 

GCSE choices, but it will also be helpful if discussions take place with 

between yourselves. It’s important to choose subjects they find enjoyable, 

but also to keep a good balance as specialism is provided later when 

making choices in Year 11. 

How do I make good choices? 

 Spend time researching the options available to avoid making a decision that you may 

later regret!  

 Read through the options booklet and attend the next parents evening for further 

information. 

 Think about your own abilities and interests. What is going to be 

right for you? Ask yourself, whether the subjects you are choosing will 

inspire and motivate you for the next two years. 

 If you already have a specific career idea in mind, check the 

suitability of your subject choices. Remember though, your career ideas 

may change, and you may lose interest in the subject you have chosen. 

 Your final choice should reflect your strengths - what you are 

good at and think you can achieve good grades in? 

 Discuss your choices: speak with staff, Mrs Hove, form tutor, Head 

of Year, subject teachers, or students already studying the subject. 

What to consider when making your choices? 

 Some subjects are compulsory. 

 What are your current grades or levels in the subjects you have already been doing? 

 What grades do your subject teachers feel you would be able to achieve at IGCSE level? 

 How is the subject assessed? Is it mainly exam or coursework? Which assessment 

method works best for you? 

 How will your choices impact on the other subjects you study? 

 How will your choices relate to what you intend to do after year 11? 

 The qualifications you gain can influence what you do after year 11, in terms of 

university and employment. 
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Skills and Interests that may relate to subjects 

Skills & Qualities 
 

Subjects that you may wish to consider 

Good with Numbers Business Studies, Computer Science, Design 
& Technology, Food Science, Graphics, ICT, 
Geography, History, Science subjects. 
 

Communicating Art & Design, Drama, Business Studies, ICT, 
English, Languages, Geography, History, 
Music, PE, Science, Sport. 
 

Being creative Art & Design, Drama, Design & Technology, 
Food Science, Graphics, History, ICT, Music, 
Sciences. 

Observing Art & Design, Languages, Food Science, 
Geography, History, Music, PE, Science, 
Sport. 

Solving Problems Art & Design, Business Studies, Computer 
Science, Design & Technology, Food Science, 
Graphics, Geography, History, ICT, Science. 

 

New GCSE grading system 

GCSEs in the UK have been reformed to keep pace 

with universities’ and employers’ demands.  

They are based on new and more demanding subject 

content but are still suitable for the same wide range 

of abilities.  

The new grade scale makes it clear to everyone that 

students have studied the new GCSEs.  

It also has higher grades compared to the old A* to G 

grades, to give sixth forms, colleges, universities and 

employers the opportunity to better distinguish 

between students of different abilities. 
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Which subjects give me the most options? – these are called facilitating 

subjects!  

At GCSE, you should aim to study as many of these subjects as possible but always remember 

what you enjoy as well as providing breadth and balance.  

• Mathematics  

• English Language and Literature 

• Physics 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Geography 

• History 

• Foreign Languages  

 

Facilitating subjects are also helpful when making choices in Year 11 

 

Do Universities care about which GCSE Options you choose? 

Most universities need you to have English and Maths GCSEs… 

which is good, because you’ll be studying them as core GCSE 

subjects anyway. For some degrees, or careers, their 

requirements for GCSE subjects aren’t too limiting and require 

simple breadth of choices but there are instances, such as 

medicine, where you will have to study a broad range of 

sciences and achieve high grades at GCSE when applying. 

Thinking of going to university in the UK? This list of degree 

subjects and typical A-level requirements from Which 

University can help you decide which GCSEs would be good 

choices to take. https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/what-a-levels-do-you-

need-for-the-degree-you-want-to-study This information is designed for UK universities but is a 

good guide for subject choices when considering other university systems too – see page 6 for 

an overview of entry requirements per country.  

 

https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/what-a-levels-do-you-need-for-the-degree-you-want-to-study
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/what-a-levels-do-you-need-for-the-degree-you-want-to-study
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Year 11 options 

When making your post 16 subject choices in Year 11, it’s 

essential that you do your research as your decisions at A 

Level may affect which degree you can study and could limit 

your career options – it could also affect which country you 

are able to apply to, please see the information later in this 

booklet for more information. Particular things to consider: 

 Have enjoyed and been good at the subject in the past, and do you think you will achieve a 

high grade in it?  

 Do you need this subject to enter a particular career or course? 

 If you have not studied the subject before but you have looked into it and think it will suit 

your strengths. 

 Some subjects are distinctly more difficult at an advanced level than at GCSE level. 

 Make sure you get your facts straight. There are many misconceptions about subjects 

required for courses and careers.  

 Don’t take an uninformed risk. What is the new subject actually about? 

1. Know what you want to study? – Check out the entry 

requirements If you have a university course which you are 

keen on, have you checked the relevant university website to 

find out whether this course requires certain subjects at 

advanced level? 

2. Not sure yet? – Keep your options open! If you are not sure about what course you want to 

study at university, have you tried to choose at least two facilitating subjects? 

3. GCSEs qualifications matter… Make sure you understand the GCSE requirements for entry 

to a competitive university. Universities have reviewed their entry requirements following 

the introduction of reformed GCSEs in England and you should check university websites for 

guidance. Are you on track to achieve the standard level grades to progress onto the 

course/courses that you want to do at advanced level and the university course that you 

may choose to do? 

4. Think balance - Do you have a balance of subject choices that reflects your abilities, 

strengths and interests? Have you considered how certain subject combinations relate to 

university courses? 

5. Make sure you know WHY? If you want to take a subject that you have not studied before, 

can you talk for a minute on what this subject is about? Try and unpick why you wish to 

study this subject. It’s not enough to say, ‘It’s interesting’, ‘I think I’ll like it’ or ‘It will be fun’. 
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Where can I go and when? 

University System Leaving point 
 
Entry requirements 
 

Other information 

 

 End of Year 12/AS 
Study for Foundation 
courses  

 End of Year 13 for 
full degree 
programmes 

A good range of GCSE 
subjects are required in 
addition to good A Level 
passes for degree 
courses. 

No common application 
system, all applications 
are made direct to 
universities.  

 

 End of Year 12/AS 
Study for Foundation 
courses  

 End of Year 13 for 
full degree 
programmes 

A good range of GCSE 
subjects are required in 
addition to good A Level 
passes for degree 
courses. Some 
universities require you 
to write the USA SAT. 

No common application 
system, all applications 
are made direct to 
universities.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 End of Year 11-13 for 
most degree 
programmes 

 College of Medicine 
requires at least AS 
completion  

Most universities require 
you to have completed 
GCSE’s with a range of 
good grade C (5) and 
above passes – apart 
from specialist courses 
such as medicine and 
law.  

No common application 
system, all applications 
are made direct to 
universities.  
 

 

 End of Year 12/AS 
Study for Foundation 
courses (some 
accept GCSE only) 

 End of Year 12/13 
for full degree 
programmes 

A good range of GCSE 
subjects are required in 
addition to good AS/A 
Level passes for full 
degree courses. 
 
Students may also need 
to write the NBT. 

Students must qualify for 
Matriculation 
Exemption. A foreign 
language at GCSE is 
essential. 
 
https://mb.usaf.ac.za/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 End of Year 12/AS 
Study for Foundation 
courses  

 End of Year 13 for 
full degree 
programmes 

A good range of GCSE 
subjects are required in 
addition to good A Level 
passes for degree 
courses. 

All applications for 
university must be made 
through the UCAS 
system www.ucas.ac.uk  

 
 

 End of Year 12/13 
Study for Foundation 
courses and/or full 
degree programmes 

A good range of GCSE 
subjects are required in 
addition to some 
requiring good A Level 
passes, 
 
Majority of universities 
require the SAT. 

Most applications for 
university must be made 
through the 
CommonApp system 
www.commonapp.org 
but some require direct 
application.  

 

https://mb.usaf.ac.za/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.commonapp.org/
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Year 9 & 11 Subject Choices by Faculty 

As a school, we are fortunate to provide so many subject options for our students to choose 

from; we support each subject with high quality teaching staff as well as specialist equipment in 

order to allow our students to make the best possible progress when they leave us for 

universities and employment. Where possible, it is vital that students choose a curriculum that 

is varied and one that provides a breadth of options in order to give the maximum choice for 

degree subjects. Please take a look at the wide range of subject choices below: 

 Creative Arts Humanities  Languages Maths & ICT Science & PE 

 
 
 
 

Year 
9 

Core Curriculum 
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Core PE, Life Skills 

 
Art & Design 
D & T 
Drama (BTEC PA) 
Food Science 
Music 
 

 
Business Studies 
Economics 
Geography 
History 

 
French 
Spanish 
 
Additional 
languages are 
offered during our 
extra-curricular 
programme 
 

 
Computer Science 
GCSE ICT 
 

 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Dbl Award Science 

Physics 
GCSE PE 
 

 
 

Year 
11 

 
Art & Design 
D & T 
Drama & Theatre 
Music Technology 
 

 
Business (A Level) 
Business (BTEC)   
Economics 
Geography 
History 
Psychology 
Travel & Tourism 
(BTEC) 
 

 
English Language* 
English Literature 
French 
Spanish 
 
*To be confirmed 

 
Computer Science 
ICT (A Level) 
Mathematics 
Further Maths 
 

 
Applied Science 
(BTEC) 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
PE (A Level) 
Sport (BTEC) 
 

 

Wider skills and abilities 

Increasingly, universities are now recognising the importance of a students’ 

wider enrichment and activities as they develop transferable skills and 

abilities in order to make them more competitive and employable.  

As a school, we support this development through our afternoon and house programme – 

students are actively encouraged to take part in a wide variety of activities as well as take up 

Leadership opportunities throughout their school life. 

In Sixth Form, students have to complete their Diploma and are 

awarded either Bronze, Silver or Gold depending on the range of 

activities that they carry out during their time with us. 
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Who can I ask for help from? 

There are lots of people within the school that can help and advise you on 

making your GCSE or A Level options – the important thing is to take your 

time and consult with others before making your final choices. 

 

Name of Staff Member 
 

Email address  

Dr Harrison Deputy Head (Curriculum) 
 

sharrison@saints.mw 

Mr Stubbs Director of Sixth Form 
 

pstubbs@saints.mw 

Mr Harvey-Craig Assistant Director of Sixth Form 
 

aharvey-craig@saints.mw  

Mr Izzett Head of Years 10 & 11 
 

tizzett@saints.mw 

Mrs Patel Head of Years 8 & 9 
 

dpatel@saints.mw 

Mrs Hove Careers & Guidance Counsellor khove@saints.mw 
 

 
Alternatively, you can also speak with your Form Teacher, Subject teachers or Heads of Department 

 

 

Useful websites – here are a few, there are many more! 

Name of website Address 
 

Fast Tomato  https://ft.morrisby.com/  
 

Study in Australia  https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/  

Study in Canada https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-
refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada.html  

Study in South Africa http://sastudy.co.za/courses/  

UCAS – application system for UK  www.ucas.ac.uk 

Study in USA https://www.usa.gov/study-in-US  

CommonApp for USA www.commonapp.org  

Top Universities https://www.topuniversities.com/  

 

mailto:sharrison@saints.mw
mailto:pstubbs@saints.mw
mailto:aharvey-craig@saints.mw
mailto:tizzett@saints.mw
mailto:dpatel@saints.mw
mailto:khove@saints.mw
https://ft.morrisby.com/
https://www.studyinaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada.html
http://sastudy.co.za/courses/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
https://www.usa.gov/study-in-US
http://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.topuniversities.com/
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