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of students rated the experience 10/10 and the
average score was 7.4/10. The score for “Do you get
enough work?” was 8.4/10! In fact one thing that
came out of the survey is that students are worried

your convenience. Just make sure you register in

about keeping up with the expectations.

the class to show you have visited, even if it may not

teachers are aware of this and will provide support

be at the ‘normal’ time.

and reassurance and they will be flexible.

learning, it is pleasing to see the continued progress

Heads of Faculty are co-ordinating the gathering of

Two thirds of students were motivated by wanting

which has been made. We have been working hard

grades and evidence so the most accurate grades

to get good grades. It is wonderful to see such high

to ensure that the work assigned for students is easy

can be sent to the examination boards for our Year

levels of internal motivation even at a time when

to find. Some assessments have started in particular

11, 12 and 13 students. We shall then await their

young people can feel more isolated.

for the students who would have been taking

response. This process will be completed by the end

examinations.

of the month.

Dear Parents/Students/Friends,

The

As we come to the end of our fifth week of online

Also, every day teachers are

broadening their skills using audio and video

After the half term break, if school is still online, we
intend to move the Year 9s to study Year 10 bridging

recordings to make the lessons more interactive and

Thank you to everyone who has kept up with school

units in their chosen subjects for Year 10. This is an

accessible.

fee payment; your support is truly appreciated.

exciting opportunity for those students online to get

Thank you also to those families who have been in

a really good, early start to their GCSEs. We shall

We are conscious that accessing the work on time

touch requesting a bursary in these difficult times.

also be giving Year 11s the opportunity to get a taste

may not always be possible due to a number of

There is still time to apply.

of A Levels and Year 12 will go straight into their

reasons. May we reassure the students that the

Year 13 work after a short extended half term break.

teachers understand the problems, as they often

We recently undertook a large survey of the

In short, the learning continues!

face them themselves! Eventually, when ESCOM is

students to get a feel for how online learning is

working or big brother has finished with the laptop,

progressing. This information is really useful and we

Thank you for all you support.

it will be possible to download the work and try it at

were pleasantly surprised with the findings. A third

Kieron P Smith, Head Teacher

PE Encourage Healthy Eating

school and learning. I would do anything to be back

At this time when students may be more sedentary,

on

the PE department is still promoting an active,

lessons.” Anon

healthy lifestyle.

school

grounds

and

attending

physical

This is a meal prepared and

submitted by Ioulia Y in Year 7.

It won’t be long; the family will soon be back
together physically.

Reminder to Students

Tutors keeping in Touch
As you know our students are expected to regularly
register with their tutors and share their thoughts.

Every morning with your tutor and every time you

“To

I’m

missing

school

would

be

an

understatement. This time has really made me
appreciate what an amazing school we have and just
how much time in our lives is dedicated to being at

If you’re tired of this pandemic
Then wash your hands and
together we can end it
Achoooo!
Bless you
Did u use a tissue?
Your hands have some germs
They weren’t there before
By washing your hands
You are saving the world
You’re helping a friend
Don’t you break down inside
We’re all on your side
Germs have nowhere to hide.
Shiven B

-

2. Sweeping Sadness
Waxing Lyrical

say

I’m washing my hands like all day
I’m not touching my face all day
I’m just gonna stay home all day
I’m bored in the house but I’m okay

enter your virtual classes.

This is one of the messages a tutor received this
week:

1. I’m washing my hands like all day
I’m not touching my face all day
I’m just gonna stay home all day
I’m bored in the house but I’m okay

Mrs Patel asked her Year 7 to produce some poems
about the COVID virus and the impact it is having.
Here are 5 of the 24 submitted:

This is a frightening time,
So I thought I’d write this
rhyme,
I try to put a smile on
worried faces,
From friends and families in
lots of places.

People queuing outside
supermarkets,1 metre
apart,
Food shelves emptying like
classrooms, panic at the
start,
The worry in my belly,
struggling to know what’s
going on,
Hoping my Grandad and
Grandma won’t be gone.
Missing my friends and all
my teachers,
Trying to remember all
their features!
My P.E teacher setting us
challenges,
I hope no one fails and ends
up in bandages.
I may be feeling lonely, like
a deserted house on a hill,
But I’ll stay indoors and
prevent others getting ill,
Oh, I was so frustrated with
the homework you gave,
For it wasn’t loading and
didn’t behave!
Washing my hands 10 times
a day,
When this virus will end,
we’ll all shout Hooray!
One day I’ll look back and
cherish the thought,

Of the lessons I learnt and
the ones I was taught!Yusuf L
3. Listening to a song,
Stuck at home all day long.
Watching the news makes me feel so sad,
How could have things turned so bad.
As I spend the day cleaning my room,
I have never experienced such gloom.
I can't wait for all of this to end,
When will I be able to hang out with my best
friend?- Gabriela M

4.

Isolation, quarantine, Covid-19,
Idle bodies
Idle bones
Stay home, stay safe.
All day, all week, all month
Isolation, quarantine, covd-19,
Boredom, bored, boring
Home school, home school, home
school,
Internet on, internet off, internet…..
When oh when will it stop?
What will normal be ?
Isolation, quarantine,
COVID-19
GO AWAY.
Ioulia Y

5.

The virus
Like a silent snake
Slithering and sliding
All across the globe
Is it lurking here?
Or maybe there?
Some are too scared
But some don’t even care!
People are panicking
Stocking up the Shopping
Taking everything there
Leaving nothing to spare!
Wash your hands!
They say....
Don’t touch you face!
They say...
A meter away!
They say....
Stay home!
They say....
But oops, it’s too late!
The snake begins to coil
Slowly feeling tighter and tighter
Some may survive
Others cannot be revived
And the snake continues silently
Slithering and sliding.
By Aamilah Y

Matilda - exciting news

will have to think long and hard about how we
replace them.
We hope that most people who bought tickets for
the show in March will still want to come in
November, and they will be able to simply transfer
their tickets; Thursday for Thursday, etc.
However, those who would prefer to return their
March tickets for a refund will be able to do so.

You will all remember that we had to cancel our
performances of the SAIntS musical in March,
because of the threat of Coronavirus.
This was a very difficult decision to take, and we
know that everyone was very upset, both the cast
and those who were looking forward to being in the
audience.

All this is, of course, dependent on the progress of
the Coronovirus situation in Malawi, but we are
hoping that by September we will all be back in
school, and able to start rehearsals.
The show is spectacular, funny and exciting, just
what we'll all need after the difficult times that
we're living through at the moment.

Is Online Learning the future of education?
We all come from the origins of traditional learning.
We have learnt in ordinary classrooms which may
have made us want to pull our hair out or jump for
joy. Discipline, diligence and patience all formed the
foundations of our futures. Long and hard is the
journey of education; why not enjoy it? Why not
make sure that it is an experience as fulfilling and
memorable as possible? However in recent times,
the big, influential giant of technology has
bombarded us all. It continues affecting all that
graces our world. Although the theatre of
technology has given us so many benefits, its
stubborn vine that grows stronger and deeper into
our world of education, makes me question
its justification.

More details will follow soon.
So, we have decided to re-schedule the Matilda
performances, and we have booked dates in
November. The arrangements will be similar to
those planned for March - Primary School matinee
and Community Performance on Wednesday 4th,
followed by public performances on Thursday 5th,
Friday 6th and Saturday 7th.
We know that there will be a number of difficulties
and problems that we will face in bringing the
performance back to life next term, but we're
confident that we can make it work. And, of course,
we will be losing some invaluable members of the
cast and band, as they will not be here in
September. Lina Glissmann and Melinda Mhango
may well be leaving us before November, along with
Ilana Morse, Nathan Taylor and the Harrisons. We

Mr Troughton, Head of Creative Arts

Outstanding English

As part of our study of Transactional Writing,
Year 11 students were invited to write an article
based on this title during the Easter
holiday: ‘Online learning is the future of
education. Schools, as we know them, will become
obsolete.’
Promise N has come up with this outstanding piece
as a response:

As a member of the Cambridge Education Council
(CEC) said, 'Schools, as we know them will become
obsolete'.
The message of introducing and
encouraging online learning is salient. Picture
yourself in a classroom: an apple store with blinding,
pretty lights and Google. However, picture yourself
alone as if stranded on a desert island with no life
around you. This is precisely what online learning
feels like: lonely and dull, quiet and grey. Gone are
the sounds of laughter from those students that sat
behind you. Gone is the sound of complaining that
boomed and echoed through the classroom due to
that tough, heart- wrenching homework. The
effulgent life of classroom interaction is replaced
with a mere computer. Egregious to think of, isn't
it?

However, the people who introduced this idea,
obviously had a reason. Between the sacred walls of
the classroom, there will always be the chance of
losing focus. Daydreaming and hiding behind the
others in the shadows of the room are always
possibilities. Studies have shown that 61% of the
time, independent learning is more effective; the
key to success. The hundreds and hundreds of
students in your English class are not always going
to inspire and amuse you. Subtly, they could distract
and burden you from reaching your full potential not always, but it's possible. Online learning could
be the cement / driving force that makes you more
independent, more driven, more successful.
However, think of the time when your peer/ friend
made something clearer to you much clearer than
your teacher. Remember when your peer / friend
gave you that miniscule bit of advice that shot your
grade to the sky. Being interactive broadens our
horizons. It allows us to support, advise and grow
with those around us.
Now let's zoom to imagine the future: so much
more advanced, so much more modern. Let's
imagine all those individuals that dreamt of being
teachers. Patiently and diligently they studied to
interact and manoeuvre their way around a physical
classroom, however that time and energy may go to
waste. Imagine the education system twisting and
morphing into a world we have never known; where
no high school/ college friendships are grown and
we sit at our computers like lumps of dough. The
magic of society would disintegrate.

To conclude, education is not only textbooks and
commanding teachers, blaring school bells and
annoying gym classes. What makes it golden,
magical, is all of you. How we support, befriend and
grow together is what makes the journey of
education so spectacular. When you look back from
now, you're not going to remember the bad internet
connection and online video calls (probably with bad
signal). You. Me. Us. We're going to remember the
way we interacted with each other: how we
laughed, studied, failed and succeeded together.
Together we need to remember what makes the
journey of education great again and not lose sight
of that in the myriad of websites and cables that are
thrown at us.
Promise N

Encore Une Fois our Languages Students continue
to impress us. Here is Aya’s response when asked to
write about the role of religion in society:

