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2. St Andrew’s Secondary School: 1965-1995 

Following independence, St. Andrew’s came under the control of the Malawian Department of 
Education. One of their first moves was to threaten to close down the school - objecting to the name 
‘High School’ which certain politicians felt was too ‘better-than-thou’. The school was therefore 
renamed St. Andrew’s Secondary School in 1965, to fall in line with the naming of Malawian schools. 
 
 

 
 

After Dr Banda objected to the title of High School, the school renamed itself  

Saint Andrew’s Secondary School and this became the school badge.  

The motto ‘Doctrina Habet Onus’ means ‘Education Brings Responsibilities.’ 

 

Mr Deryck Rowe-Roberts succeeded Bill Owen as Head Teacher in 1964, now leading what was 

officially a government secondary school. Whilst Dr Banda kept on board some colonial officials, 

many departed Malawi and as a result, the school’s roll significantly decreased as most students at 

this time were still ‘ex-pats’. Indeed, the school hit an all time low number of students in 1965, with 

just 183 students registered. In the early days of independence then, the school took on a rather 

transitory nature with many students and staff coming and going at regular intervals, leading to 

times of staff shortage and variable examination results. 

Little was added to the school in terms of buildings in the late 1960s and early 1970s, although there 

were some notable additions – in particular the floodlights around the swimming pool, allowing for 

an evening inter-House gala, and the introduction of a golf course, now long since gone. Finance 

through this period remained an issue – at times the school was seriously under-staffed and 

vulnerable to the impulses of the Department of Education. Perhaps as a natural outcome of this 

instability, the turnover of Head Teachers was large – Deryck Rowe-Roberts left in 1966, with Trevor 

Snelson taking on the role in an ‘Acting’ capacity. Charles Nesbitt took the reins from 1966 until 1969 

and in 1970 A. William ‘Bill’ Rogers took control, lasting in the position until 1974. In 1970, St. 

Andrew’s changed from four terms in a calendar year (January through to December) to the three 

terms that we have now (September through to July). The three terms were labelled Advent, Lent 

and Trinity terms. Interestingly, the Head Teacher’s contract continued to run from January through 

to December.     
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Saint Andrew’s High School from the air – circa 1970 

 

Although the country was sliding into a dictatorship under Kamuzu, Malawi remained a stable 

country throughout the 1960s and 1970s, unlike its neighbours. The strong links between St. 

Andrew’s and Southern Rhodesian schools were broken during the Rhodesian War with some 

Andreans of that time seeing some of their contemporaries losing their lives. Mozambique slid into 

Civil War in 1977 with conflict between FRELIMO and RENAMO making trips to Mozambique unsafe. 

Kamuzu ensured Malawi became a very conservative, and at times, repressive society and this 

naturally had a knock on effect on St. Andrew’s – long skirts for girls were compulsory both in and 

out of school and boys were not allowed long hair or flared trousers. The severe censorship rules 

had an impact too – one school showing of the film Cabaret lasted just 17 minutes after all of the 

‘naughty’ scenes were removed! 

One of the most notable features of St. Andrew’s post-Federation was that the school began to turn 

from a predominantly white school towards being a multiracial one, albeit on a small scale. More 

students of Indian background and black Malawian students began to attend the school beginning to 

turn the tide, moving St. Andrew’s from being a British school in Africa to an international school in 

Africa, based on British structure and curriculum. Dr Mary Mkandawire (née Katenga) who was at 

the school from 1976 to 1981 and also had three siblings at St. Andrew’s describes the school as a 

‘predominately white school’ when she left in 1981. 

By 1976 St. Andrew’s was in difficulties again as control by the Department of Education ended with 

nothing put in its place to replace it. As a result, staffing was cut down to two-thirds of the normal 

level and the staff that remained had to teach full timetables to keep just a basic curriculum going. 

The Head Teacher was unable to guarantee to parents that there would even be teachers for their 

children, leading to many being sent to boarding schools abroad and bringing the roll down to 320. 
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Alongside this, money for maintenance was withheld until the next Head Teacher could be 

appointed – the grass mowing machine was one of the casualties, meaning the grass grew so long on 

the playing fields that they could not be used! The solution to the problem came in 1977 when the 

school was made a 'Government School' under control of the Designated Schools Board, set up to 

administer St. Andrew’s and its feeder primary schools under the chairmanship of Michael 

Blackwood. 

 

The girls of Johnston House in 1979 

 

Things started to improve under the leadership of the new Headteacher – Major Bryan Bayly, who 

took up his role late in 1976, after the brief tenure of Thomas Hagen. The famous school 

performance returned again in 1977 after a seven year hiatus with The Physicists performed to 

acclaim. Armed with considerable DSB funds, the school began a rapid building programme with a 

new range of science labs being built in 1979, under the direction of the then Head of Science, Gerry 

McDermott.   

    

In 1978 Major Bayly (left) changed the school magazine, giving it the title of The Fisherman  

– now produced in colour every year celebrating the school’s achievements. 
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Staff houses followed, along with a new pavilion to overlook the main field, a new playing field by 

the Ndirande gate and an Art and Craft school up on the hill. In addition, School House was built to 

cater for the increasing number of boarders. In its first year, under J.C Arthur, it consisted of twenty 

boarders and forty ‘day boys’. With the rapid expansion in student numbers from 1977, the number 

of Houses grew from four to ten – the first two being Moir (purple), named after Frederick and John 

Moir, the co-founders of the African Lakes Corporation, and Rankin (dark blue), named after Consul 

David Rankin, the first European to explore the mouth of Zambezi, added in January 1978. In 

September 1978, Henderson (orange), named after Henry Henderson, who chose the site for 

Blantyre and Maples (brown), named after Chauncy Maples who set up the Anglican mission on 

Likoma Island. Completing the ten were Kirk (light blue) named after John Kirk, doctor on David 

Livingstone’s 1858 expedition, and School House, both being added in September 1979. 

        

School House (left) and the new Art School (right) – both built in 1979. 

The new Art block came into being in 1979 enabling students to sit their “O” Level Art examinations 

– seven students sat their exams in the first year under the direction of Mr MacDonald and Mrs 

Currin. Twenty-four candidates sat the “O” Level Art in the second year of the Art School’s existence, 

culminating in the school’s first Art Exhibition – something that has continued right up to the present 

day, although the lesson of needlework which was on the curriculum in 1979 has dropped off. The 

school’s first A-Level results came out in 1979, 26 students having sat their examinations with Major 

Bayly describing them as ‘certainly not outstanding’ - but over time our post-16 results have 

developed to be a major strength in the school. 

 

The Beit Music School – newly built in 1979 



5 
 

       

Two new buildings proudly being shown off in the 1980 edition of The Fisherman  

 - the Physics Block (left) and the Beit Library (right) 

The Beit Library, initially stocked with donations from the British Council, replaced the old library – 

which is now the Headteacher’s study. The Beit Trust also donated the Beit Music School which 

opened in 1979, as did the new Physics block which is tinged with sadness as Gerry McDermott, 

Head of the Science Department, who did so much to plan and design the block passed away aged 

just 38 on the very night before school was due to open for Lent Term in January 1979 - he had 

taught one lesson in his physics lab, on the final day of the previous term.  

1979 saw the first fund-raising physical ordeal of the Lilongwe-Blantyre Marathon Relay Run – 22 

runners, 11 boys and 11 girls ran non-stop over the course of 226 miles in 4 mile sections. The group 

was waved off by the Mayor of Lilongwe and 30 hours, 45 minutes and 52 seconds later, the runners 

were met by a huge crowd and the Mayor of Blantyre at the bottom of Victoria Avenue. This, one of 

the greatest achievements in St. Andrew’s history, paved the way for many future Sixth Form 

sponsored activities which still take place today.  

 

 

Marathon runners on the famous Lilongwe to Blantyre Marathon Run of 1979 

 

The school went from strength to strength under Major Bayly – the growth in student numbers 

necessitating the arrival of 40 new staff 1979-1981 - although pupils from that time maintain that at 

times Major Bayly ran the school like he was still in the army! Whilst decrying ‘60s liberalism’ at one 

Speech Day, for its ‘residue of bad habits, ugly noises and moral slackness’ Major Bayly did much to 

promote his ethos of ‘respect, decency, consideration for others of whatever race or faith and the 

pursuit of honourable excellence.’ He directed plays in his spare time, with one production even 
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going on tour around Malawi. In 1981 Major Bayly made the School an independently financed 

‘International School’ under the auspices of the Council for International Schools and in 1982 

students got to travel on the renowned MV Ilala as part of a school trip up and down Lake Malawi. 

 

A 1985 edition of The Leopard 

In 1980 a School Newsletter was started called The Leopard. This was handed out on Fridays, when 

the bell rang to signal the end of the school week, and contained reports on a variety of academic 

and sports-related activities.  The typing of the newsletter was done by the Fifth Form girls (!) and 

became so popular that Mr Rudge, Master in Charge of the Leopard, wrote in the 1980 Fisherman 

that there would be ‘something of a minor revolution if the Leopard did not appear at five past 

twelve on Friday! An Editor of The Leopard was appointed each year with the role usually being filled 

by two students who served as co-editors.  

Promotional leaflets from 1983 state that, “From Form I to Form III a common course is followed 

designed to give all pupils a wide basic education – all pupils are banded according to ability into the 

A, B or C band. All pupils study English, Mathematics, Combined Science, History, Geography, French, 

Art, Woodwork, Metalwork, Needlework, Domestic Science, Drawing and Music. Religious instruction 

is provided once a week – pupils are grouped by denomination and is voluntary.”  Form IV and V 

offered CSE and GCE O-Levels with the Sixth Form offering A-Levels in Physics or English, Chemistry 

or History, French or Biology and Mathematics or Art or Geography. There were two sixth form 

tutors and we were also a centre for Pitmans Typing examinations! In 1983, the school contained 

pupils from 40 nationalities, totalling 570 pupils, 180 of whom were boarders. 

Malawi entered tough times in the `1980s, leading to massive IMF loans, but the school was strong 

enough to withstand this economic battering, along with the legal difficulties presented by the 

suspension of the Board of Governors while the legal status of the school was reviewed. In addition, 

the ‘Eton of Africa’, Kamuzu Academy opened in November 1981, threatening the position of St. 

Andrew’s as the best educational establishment in Malawi. 
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The St. Andrew’s Netball team of 1982 -with the establishment of Kamuzu Academy, sporting rivalry 

took to new heights as there was no longer just Lilongwe’s Bishop Mackenzie to beat! 

Major Bayly retired in 1983, being replaced by William J. ‘Bill’ Baker until 1984, when Rod Cooper 

took over. Rod Cooper was in charge until 1986 when he left to run a motel in Australia! He was 

clearly a man who took discipline seriously. As a note to parents from 1984 shows, the cane was 

seen as a part of St. Andrew’s tradition.  Mr Cooper wrote, “If children are not doing themselves 

justice or if their behaviour is such that they are preventing others from achieving fully they may be 

punished by being 'imprisoned' in a detention. At present the school may also cane pupils. I 

personally am very dubious of the effect of this but it is part of the tradition in St. Andrew's and in 

Malawi and will continue if I think it necessary. Obviously it is used only in extreme instances as a 

matter of last resort.” 

           

Rod Cooper (left) was Headtacher from 1984 to 1986 whilst  

Michael Dalton (right) led the school from 1987 to 1995. 
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In 1985, Rod Cooper decided to down-size the number of Houses at St. Andrew’s, with ten becoming 

four, and the Houses being renamed after mountains surrounding Blantyre – Chiradzulu, Michiru, 

Ndirande and Soche. Chiradzulu House, named after the mountain to the north-east of Blantyre, 

kept the yellow of the old Livingstone House whilst Michiru, named for the ‘Rain Mountain’ initially 

took the light blue of the former Sharpe house then opted for the dark blue of the former Rankin 

House was named after. Ndirande House, named after the ‘sleeping man mountain’ that rises to 

1,588 metres to the west of St. Andrew’s and nicknamed ‘the dragons’ took the red of the old Laws. 

Soche, named after Mount Soche, were much more indecisive. They initially wore the maroon of the 

old Moir House before switching to the orange of the old Henderson House. A final switch saw them 

move to the green which they still wear today.  

When the four current Houses were introduced they contained both boys and girls and mixed both 

boarders and day pupils – previously Houses had been single sex and also divided by boarders and 

day pupils, hence of the original Houses, Livingstone and Moir won all the awards as they contained 

solely boarders! 

 

 

The four mountains that gave their names to the new St. Andrew’s Houses in 1985-  

left to right; Chiradzulu, Michiru, Ndirande and Soche. 

 

By the mid-1980s, with the introduction of music, drama, dance and public speaking competitions, 

Houses were no longer so reliant on sport, although the Swimming Gala and Sports Day remain key 

events in the academic calendar and are when inter-House rivalry seems to be at its most fierce! 

 

 
Swimming gala 1986 
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1987 saw Grease as the school production and some of Danny Zuko’s rebellious nature was 

obviously rubbing off around the school, as perhaps reflected by this note, sent by Head Teacher, Mr 

Dalton, to parents in March 1988. Mr Dalton wrote: “Dear Parents, I have to remind all parents that 

the school does not allow smoking on the premises regardless of what they are allowed to do at 

home. We are having to suspend too many students for disobedience of this rule and I would urge 

your cooperation in stamping this habit out."  

More changes to the school followed in 1989 when Michael Dalton introduced changes to both the 

Sixth Form and the school uniform – with blazers being phased out. Under Michael Dalton’s 

headship, the school also oversaw the transition from O-Levels to GCSEs and withstood the end of 

Kamuzu’s dictatorship with the transition to democracy of 1992-1994. Whilst, by African standards, 

the move to democracy was relatively peaceful, St. Andrew’s was closed for several days during 

disturbances in Blantyre. With further devaluation of the Kwacha in 1994 came inflation and great 

strains were placed on the school’s ability to attract and retain staff and perhaps reflecting this, 

school numbers declined to 470 by 1995. 

 

 

The long-serving Florrie Mullon, stalwart of the History department,  

retired in 1990 - after 36 years service at St. Andrew’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


