
` 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Students/Alumni/Governors, 

We have made it to the end of a hugely successful  

Diamond School Year.  I truly hope that the next 60 

years of SAIntS prove to be as memorable as the 

first 60, for all the right reasons of course!  The 

celebrations will continue right up to the end of the 

calendar year so it's not too late to get involved. 

 

Today we say a fond farewell to Mr Pentinnen who 

has been a tremendous Head of Physical Education.  

He returns to Finland reflecting on an excellent 2 

years where both he and the school have mutually 

benefitted from his stint in Malawi.  We wish him all 

the best in his future endeavours. 

 

We also close the chapter on Mrs Ferguson's career 

at SAIntS.  There is insufficient space in this column 

to list the enormous contributions Mrs Ferguson has 

made to the life and development of our school.  It 

is rare to find someone so dedicated and committed 

to one establishment over such an extended period 

of time.  Mrs Ferguson is not the sort of person to 

simply stop, so we are sure that her official 

retirement shall be short and that she will soon pick 

up another project to keep herself busy!  Phrases 

like "thank you" and "well done" do not seem 

enough.  Mrs Ferguson leaves a legacy of a once 

again thriving house system in which she so 

passionately believes in.  We wish her the best of 

health and a very long, happy future. 

 

School is over for another year.  There is so much to 

be proud of from the successes on the sports field 

and new school records to the leadership shown by 

our students at the African Union Conferences.  

Here's to another 60 years; see you all in 8 weeks 

time when we begin our project to build the future. 

 

Kieron P. Smith, Head Teacher 

 

 

Calendar Dates   

JULY 
5th  School Closes 11:30am 
SEPTEMBER 
4th  School Open to Years 7 and 12 
5th  School Opens for all 
 

 

 

Numeracy Week 

 

 

Congratulations to our KS3 students wh took part in 

various activities marking Numeracy Week in 

SAINTS. The focus was the Application of Number in 

everyday life situations. The children got involved in 

data collection exercises including taking 

measurements to make calculations to find a 

person's Body-Mass Index, conduction surveys 

among their colleagues and staff.  

The culmination activity was the Inter-House Quiz 

with the title “Up the Scottish Highlands”. It was 

amazing tp see our students working as a team to 

solve various problems. We are hopeful to build on  

 

our successes when we celebrate Numeracy Week 

next year by involving all Departments. Thanks to all 

the teachers who helped to make this week a 

success. 

Mr Narkotey 

(Cross-curricular Numeracy Coordinator). 
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House Geography Competition 2018 

 
Chiradzulu prove to be world beaters! 
 

 
Ayaan in the ‘Hot Seat’ 

 

After a qualifying round completed in regular 
lessons, the four highest scoring Year 9 geographers 
from each House met to do battle in the final of the 
House Geography Competition. The six-round 
competition was in the format of a game show with 
both team and individual questions on a wide range 
of geographical topics. Round 1 was an Africa-
themed table round requiring teams to identify 20 
images of African flags and popular landmarks. In 
Round 2 teams were given two minutes to answer a 
series of 'mixed bag' geography general knowledge 
questions. Soche and Chiradzulu scored well to put 
them at the head of the pack leading into Round 3. A 
fun round in the style of the UK panel show 'Have I 
Got News For You', in Round 3 teams had to 
complete the blanks from recent national and 
international news headlines. Michiru won the 
round with 4 points, correctly identifying words such 
as 'diesel' and ‘climate change’ missing from topical 
headlines.           
 

The heat cranked up considerably in Round 4 as, one 
by one, a member from every team took to the 
'Hotseat' to take on the challenge of answering a set 
of Geography A-Z questions (What A...? What B...?) 
The questions were challenging, but arguably the 
biggest challenge was staying cool under intense 
scrutiny; the answers are easy when you're not the 
one in the spotlight! Soche performed strongly 
thanks to Manan, scoring 7 points to take them into 
a narrow 2-point lead going into Round 5. Round 5 
was based on the UK game show ‘Pointless’; put 
simply, teams score extra points for correct but 
more obscure (‘pointless’) answers to questions, 
with the ultimate aim of trying to identify an answer 
that no one else thought of. ‘Quito’ narrowly beat 
‘La Paz’ as the most obscure identification of a South 
American capital city, whilst ‘Virginia’ beat 
‘Alabama’ as the most obscure answers to the 
question about US states ending in ‘a’. 
 
The final round was designed to allow even the 
largest of leads to be attacked. It wasn't over just 
yet.  Teams were given a country outline to identify: 
correct identification from the outline alone would 
score 5 points, whilst a series of four clues revealed 
one at a time thereafter allowed teams to guess for 
4, 3, 2 and 1 point. An incorrect answer would score 
0 points. Teams had to decide whether to go for 
glory early on, gambling on big points, or play it 
conservatively and wait to be certain before picking 
up a few points. The identification of New Zealand 
proved easy, but the outlines and clues for 
Zimbabwe and Jamaica proved more challenging 
and points were both won and lost. In the end, 
Chiradzulu were rewarded for their risk taking which 
allowed them to pull away from the rest to win the 
competition with a comfortable margin, ahead of 
Soche and Michiru, followed by Ndirande. It was a 

very enjoyable and well-fought contest, and all 
competitors must be congratulated on their 
outstanding performances in both the qualifying 
round and the final. The Year 9 House Geography 
Champions 2018 are Chiradzulu: Wade W, Ayaan J, 
Rania and Laith S. SCO 
 

 

The trip to Lilongwe to watch the Chinese 

Proficiency Competition for Secondary 

Students in Malawi 

 

On 9th June, 2018, for the first time, six St Andrew’s 

students attended the 11th Chinese Bridge 

competition in Lilongwe. ‘Chinese Bridge’ 

competitions are held around the world each year, 

where students compete in Chinese language 

proficiency. For secondary school students in 

Malawi, the ‘Chinese Bridge’ is held annually in 

Lilongwe each June. Outstanding students can win a 

place in the finals which will be held in China, with 

students from other countries and they will have the 

opportunity to travel for several weeks. Now that 



our students have observed the competition, we 

hope that a team will represent SAIntS in 2019 at 

the 12th Chinese Bridge.  

 

 

 

Languages Live 2018 

 
 

On June 14th over 40 bright young SAIntS linguists 

had fun using their French and Spanish in ‘real life’ 

scenarios with native speakers from Rwanda, 

Belgium, Switzerland, Côte D’Ivoire, Cameroon, 

Burundi, Mexico and El Salvador. 

They communicated well at the Café, Hospital, 

Hotel, crime scene and in a job interview. 

 

 
 

Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and had fun, 

realising that they really can communicate in French 

and Spanish! This was made possible, thanks to our 

fabulous volunteers (both students and friends from 

the Blantyre community).  

 

Our students were incredible! Same again next 

year!? 

 

Mrs C-L Harrison, Head of Faculty, Languages 

 

 

Quiz Night Success! 

 



The Second Annual SAIntS Fundraising Quiz Evening, 

held on the 14th June, proved to be a success with 

over 300,000MWK raised for the Chimbota School 

Project in Nkhata Bay. 

With tough questions from Mr Smith and Mr 

Wilkinson ranging from knowledge of airline insignia 

through to music, literature, history, science, film 

and of course Mr Smith’s now legendary Maths 

round, it proved a close contest with first place still 

undecided as we entered the final round. 

In the end,  Mr Oulton’s team (Mr Oulton, Mr 

Dockrell, Mr Letarte and Mr Montreuil) claimed the 

bragging rights as best adult team and claimed their 

meal voucher – a huge thanks to Veg Delight for 

supporting our event.  Melvin M (11M) and his team 

of boarders took the ‘Best Student Team’ crown. 

Thanks to everyone who came – it was truly a great 

event with over 25 teams of students, families, staff, 

parents and friends of SAIntS taking part. The money 

raised really will make a difference to the lives of the 

students at Chimbota. 

Start revising now for next year’s quiz! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squash Tournament 2018 

 

 
On Thursday 28 June we held our Senior and Junior 

Squash Tournaments. After an exciting Year, which 

has seen the reinstatement of a Squash Club at the 

school for students, we were impressed by the 

commitment, enthusiasm and talent of the 

competitors.  

 

The Senior Competition was won by Michael T (Y10 

Soche) in a close fought match against Excellent M 

(Y12 Chiradzulu) whilst Sichella B (Y8 Ndirande) 

narrowly beat Vraj S (Y7 Chiradzulu) for the Junior 

title. Guest of Honour and Umpire for the day was 

ex- SAIntS Head Teacher Mr Gordon Benbow who 

himself is a very skilled squash player. Encouraged 

by the energy and the level of competition amongst 

the students he urged all participants to become 

involved in the local Blantyre Squash League and, 

who knows, to later become a player within the 

National set up! If you would like to be involved next 

year, keep a look out for information towards the 

end of the school year, June 2019. 

Ms A Mellin      

 

PLASTIC COLLECTION 

 

Mrs Mukadam, has been collecting plastic in the 

staffroom from the teachers, and giving it to 

Tiyamike.  

I have been trying to collect it off the students, and 

would like to give it to Tyamike and the TRUSS 

project as well. I've put boxes in the car park and 

have collected 2 full bin-bags of bottles so far. We 

will hopefully get more in from the students before 

the end of the term, and it will start again in 

September.  

There is more information on a poster on the door 

of the library, if it helps.  

At the new year I would like to start a green club, 

which I am in the process of beginning as you can 

see.  

I love the environment and I believe, if, as a school 

we can work together, it will be a whole lot easier 

for everyone. It can increase the schools behaviour 

towards plastic, their awareness of it, and the 

damage it can cause.  

Thank you for all you help, 

Lemorah B, Year 11. 



 

 

HAIR RULES 
 
All students' hair must comply with the following 
rules: 
 
   * Hair must be neat, tidy and well-groomed at all                            
      times; 
   * Use of hair dye or any other hair colouring,   
      bleaching or tinting is not permitted; 
   * Long hair must be tied back from the face; 
   * Hair ties or hair bands must be plain black or                 
      navy blue; 
   * Boys must be clean-shaven; 
   * Extreme hairstyles (including, but not restricted   
      to: stark contrasts of hair length, excessively     
      shaved partings, mohawks, shaved lines, skin   
      fades, etc.) are not permitted; 
   * Clipped sides must be evenly graduated; 
   * Hair braids may be worn but must also abide by   
      all of the above. 
 
Students who fail to abide by the above or who 
keep scruffy or unkempt hair in school may be sent 
home by their Head of Year or a Senior Teacher.  
 
If there is any doubt about whether a haircut or 
hairstyle is in keeping with SAIntS rules, it will be 
referred to the students' Senior Prefect Team in the 
first instance. Nevertheless, the final decision rests 
with the Head Teacher. 

 

 

Message from the Head of Boarding 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

On behalf of the Boarding Team, I would like thank 

you all our dear parents/guardians for the support 

you have rendered to us throughout the academic 

year 2017/18. I strongly believe that it has been a 

year full of surprises and we have also seen a lot of 

positives from our boarders. 

As we are winding up 2017/18 academic year, there 

is no doubt that our success throughout the year 

was the outcome of mutual relationship between 

the Boarding team and our dear parents/guardians. 

Therefore, the boarding team would like to express 

its profound gratitude to you all for your support to 

the boarding family, and it’s our sincere hope that 

this relationship will continue to exist for many 

years to come. 

Summer holiday 

 The school will close this Thursday, July 5th at 

12noon, as such, I would like to remind you all about 

making proper transport arrangements for our 

boarders to their respective destinations. 

The summer holiday will commence from Friday, 

July 6th to Monday, September 3rd. For all continuing 

students (Boarders), the boarding team will be 

expecting them back to their respective boarding 

houses on Tuesday, September 4th. However, our 

new boarders in year 7 will be expected to be in 

boarding on Monday, September 3rd. Please take 

note that our first meal to be served on both days 

will be dinner and normal classes will resume on 

Wednesday, September 5th. 

Upon resumption, our Boarders should have in 

possession their full School uniform, proper school 

shoes, PE kit, House colours, Books and  Planners 

ready for 1st  term. 

Discipline 

The levels of discipline among the Boarders has 

continually impressed me, owing to the support of 

our parents who partner with the Boarding team to 

instil sound morals. We wish to encourage you our 

parents to continue this practice at home as we 

promise to counsel and correct the child-boarder at 

every point whenever we notice any unusual and 

unacceptable behaviour.  

Medical Insurance cover 

A gentle reminder to  both old and new parents that 

it is important to have your child covered with any 

medical aid insurance of your choice, as this can 

ease our job when we want to seek medical 

attention from private hospital within Blantyre. 

Holiday Assignments 

Some individual teachers will issue out holiday 

assignments to our learners to go through them 

during the summer break, I would like to make an 

appeal to you our dear parents to support our 

learners with their holiday work as most of the work 



given will be due the very first week of returning to 

school.  

Boarding Contacts 

Parents must contact Head of Boarding or Boarding 

Supervisors for any matters related to boarding 

either by phone or by email using the contact details 

highlighted below: info@saints.mw or Boarding 

Hotlines. 

(+265)880720897/888 591 581/888 591 571. 

Lastly, the Boarding management would like to wish 

all our Boarders a safe journey back home and a 

wonderful summer break. 

 

 

 


